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VISCOUNT   HARDINGE
HENRY IIARDINGE, afterwards Viscount Hardinge,
was born on 30th March 1785 at Wrotham in Kent,
the third son of the Rev. Henry Hardinge, Rector of
Stanhope, County Durham, by Frances, daughter of James
Best of Boxley in Kent. His family came from King's
Norton in Derbyshire, where an ancestor had raised a troop
of horse for Charles 1 and. had been knighted at the Restora-
tion. His grandfather was Nicholas Hardinge, Clerk of the
House of Commons, who had married Jane, daughter of
Sir John Pratt, Chief Justice of the King's Bench.
Henry Hardinge's eldest brother, Charles, succeeded to
the baronetcy of an Irish uncle and became a parson like his
father; his second broth er, George, a captain in the Navy, was
killed in 1808 in an action with the French off Ceylon; and
his youngest brother, Richard, rose to be a major-general.
Henry himself was educated at Durham, and at the
age of fifteen joined the Queen's Rangers in Canada, where
ho remained until 1804, when he was promoted captain in
the 57th Foot. He then entered the Royal Military
Academy at High Wycombe as a student, and did so well
that he was posted to the Quartermaster-General's staff
of Sir Brent Spencer, who went out in command of the
Peninsular expedition in 1807.
Hardinge's career in Spain and Portugal was a succession
of solid service and dashing exploits. He was wounded at
Vimiera and was by the side of Sir John Moore at Corunna.
Promoted major on Sir W, Beresford's staff in Portugal,
he took part in the battles of Busaco and Badajos and was
twice mentioned in despatches.
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